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So…. I’m not exactly sure how to start this…. our world is currently so out of kilter, it seems odd to even 

be writing a note for the newsletter. But normalcy needs to be kept up so here I am writing a note and wondering 

what to write about. 

The thoughts that run through my head are about how out of sorts we are, how our sense of structure has 

been torn down and we are left with a deep sense of uncertainty and maybe even a little bit of fear. I was talking 

with someone the other day and we shared how we both are struggling with remembering what day it is and what 

we are supposed to do because the regimen of the day has been taken away from us. The security that we have 

had in the everyday “normalcy” of our lives has left us almost in a daze. And I thought about that, I began to 

think about the Israelites being led into exile in Babylon. Jerusalem had been destroyed, the Temple torn down 

and the “normalcy” of their lives had been uprooted and they were left in a state of fear and uncertainty. Psalm 

137 shares some of their sorrow and uncertainty – 

 
1 By the rivers of Babylon—  

     there we sat down and there we wept  
when we remembered Zion.  

2 On the willows there  
     we hung up our harps.  

3 For there our captors  
 asked us for songs,  
 and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,  
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”  

4 How could we sing the LORD’s song  
 in a foreign land?  

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,  
 let my right hand wither!  

6 Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth,  
 if I do not remember you,  
if I do not set Jerusalem  
above my highest joy. 

The people of Israel were certainty afraid, they didn’t what their world was going to be like going for-
ward and the lamented the fall of Jerusalem. But they never lost their faith in God. Psalm 138 responds this way: 

1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your 
praise;  

2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your stead-
fast love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word 
above everything. 

3 On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. 
 

            In these days of uncertainty, let us continue offer praise to God who is faithful, who is always present, 

who will our strength of soul, through Christ. 

Stay safe and we shall be together again soon. 

Blessings – Pastor Matt 

When the World Goes “Wonky” 
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    Ruth Van Wormer           4/4 

     Deb Downey                                                     4/7 

     Logan Krueger                                                 4/12 

     Jacob Tennison                                                 4/16 

     David Bomeli                                                    4/17 

     Kelly Roudebush            4/22 

 

  From the Desk of Laura:  
 

     Anything from my desk has to have a picture of these 

sweeties.  My grandbabies are 6 months old already, so hard 

to believe.  They are starting to scoot on the floor and can 

sit up for brief periods of time.  They are little for their 

age, but are healthy and growing well!   My favorite thing to 

do is spend time with them!!!!  
 

     If it weren’t for the Coronavirus, I would already be 

gone from FCC.  I resigned some time ago after accepting a 

new position at Mighty Oak Christian Counseling in BG.  I am enjoying this new job which has had to 

scramble in recent days to get remote counseling up and running!  I am staying here temporarily because I 

could not safely train my replacement with social distancing and nothing here is “normal” anymore to train 

her about my job anyway.  I will only be in the office once a week (likely on Wednesdays) for a few hours 

to accomplish needed tasks.   
 

     I don’t expect to necessarily see any/many of you before I depart though since we are supposed to be 

“sheltering in place.”   Although, I will stay a week or two after the restrictions are lifted to train Toni.  I 

have grown to love my “work church family.”  I can’t believe I have been here since 2012! You all are dear 

to my heart and it truly saddens me to leave you.  It has been an incredibly difficult decision as you have 

been so, so good to me.  I am on Facebook (Lori Slembarski), so feel free to “friend me” there so we can 

keep in touch.   

 

           The Tithely App is an easy 

way to continue giving to your 

church during the Coronavirus pandemic.  We appreci-

ate your faithful giving and ask that you continue is 

some fashion over the upcoming weeks and months.  

Tithely is easy and secure but checks in the mail are 

still welcome and will be processed by the office.  If 

you are interested in giving through Tithely, go to 

Tithe.ly or download the app on your phone, create an 

account, and search for First Christian Church.  

 

 

March 2020 Statistics 

Date Atten

dance 

YTD Income YTD Expenses Difference 

3/1 55 $20,667 $23,893 -$3,226 

3/8 54 $23,744 $26,421 -$2,677 

3/15 53 $24,836 $28,297 -$3,461 

3/22 online $26,194 $32,799 -$6,605 

3/29 online Please continue to give online or thru the mail 

 

The church will be joining Peace Lu-

theran Church for a community gar-

den project.  If you are interested 

in helping with this project this summer, please call 

Steve Riewaldt at 419-353-6031.  



Calling All 
Graduates!! 
 
       We will be celebrating all those who 
have spring graduations from either High 
School or College.   (If that is you, sorry 
about the crazy ending to your 
educational journey) .  
 
 Please let the office know who is 
graduating so we can acknowledge their 
accomplishments. Please provide the 
graduate’s name, school attended, 
degree attained, future plans, and 
include a picture if you would like.   
Thank you.  

A Word From Our Moderator…. 
 
Following the lead of our President and Governor, I have 
cancelled the meeting of our board, which had already been 
moved to April 2.  I ask all of our officers to stay in touch 
their teams and communicate with each other without phys-
ically meeting.  The health and safety of all members of our 
congregation is the priority for which I pray and that I 
keep at the top of my list for us.  As our pastor has led the 
way in developing on-line worship for us, so each of us has a 
role to play. 
 
In Joshua 24, we read of an annual covenant renewal cere-
mony in which leaders of the Israelite people came togeth-
er to pledge their continued allegiance to the Lord, our God.  
That scripture is foremost in my mind when we install 
church officers for a new program year.  Alas, I see the 
Coronavirus delaying our annual schedule.  With the virus 
threatening, I delayed and still have not called the nominat-
ing committee together.  When the elders teleconferenced 
on March 22, they advised, and I have taken their advice, 
that I wait to convene the nominating team until they can 
come together safely. 
 
Therefore, I anticipate that we shall not be ready to install 
new officers in June and I ask our current leaders to ex-
tend their work for the duration of this crisis.  I humbly 
ask that all of us pray for each other.  Witnessing the love 
of Christ to each other and to those around us remains our 
calling.  May all that we do be done to the glory of our Lord. 

 

Donald Scherer, Moderator 

Prayer and Praise 

Seldon and Peggy Carsey 

Ann Jones 

Sue Greiner 

Diane Morlock 

Becky Meredith 

Health Care Workers  

Continuing Prayers 

Karen Adams, Patty Bienkowski, Paul Bomeli,  
David Ridgway, Sharon Shaffer, Tim Bomeli. 

Ruth Ann McCray 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Phyllis Sweeney, Carol Steiner 

Pray for Our Missionaries & Ministers 

Paul Bomeli, Audrey Connor, Erin McCreight, and 
Ernie Unholz 

Need someone added to this list?   

Please write your request on the sheet in the 
foyer or e-mail the office at 
fccadmin@bgfcc.org.   
Condolences/Praise reports will be published 
for 2 Sundays and Prayer Needs for 4 
weeks. This time can be extended by request 
(writing the request again, or contacting the 
office.)  If there is a LONG term prayer 
request, we can put them in the continuing 
prayer list.  Please let Laura know if someone 
on any of the lists should be removed.  


