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The Visitor

 
 

Special Dates in June: 
 

June 5: Camp Christian work day 

June 6: First Christian Church Annual Meeting 

June 11: Drive-In Community Dinner 5-6 pm 

June 13: Outdoor Social - 3 pm 

June 19: Juneteenth 

June 20: Father’s Day 

June 21: Food Pantry Volunteer: 1 pm-3 pm 

June 23: Food Pantry Volunteer: 10 am-12 noon 

June 25: Food Pantry Volunteer: 10 am-12 noon 

 

Hope in the Midst of Change 
 
 A couple of weeks ago I was floored by the drastic changes to the CDC’s recommendations around  
COVID-19. In the span of what seemed like seconds the 18 months of mask requirements and social distancing 
were seemingly cast aside as if we had not spent the last year and a half struggling through a worldwide pandemic. 
As I read the announcements, I had to sit down, gather myself and think about the implications. And I had to  
wonder how in one moment we could be masked up and socially distanced and the next free to “return” to the way 
things were before the virus took over the world. The change shocked me. Even more than when we made the 
changes to wearing masks and maintaining our distance from each other last March. The change left me wondering 
what might be next, what jarring change of recommendations might be next on the horizon, and if the changes 
meant there might be some new hope coming. 
 This rapid change made me think about the disciples and Pentecost. The story as told in Luke/Acts shares 
that Jesus explicitly told the disciples to wait for the coming of the spirit. They knew something was going to  
happen. They have stayed in Jerusalem to wait, gathering to pray and to prepare. But I doubt that that anything had 
them ready for the change that happened in the gift of the Spirit. Imagine their shock at being about to speak in their 
own language and those for other parts of the Jewish diaspora being able to understand them. Think about  
speaking English to someone who only speaks Russian having them completely understand you. Having lived with 
a Russian-only speaker, I can tell you I would have been stunned. Think about the change in their lives when 3000 
people became their “family” and followers almost overnight. Imagine their amazement at their own ability to do 
many of the same wonders that Jesus had done when he was with them. I suspect that it was likely a bit  
overwhelming, a bit chaotic and maybe even a little bit hopeless. 
 The gift of the Spirit was lifechanging and could have been overwhelming if the disciples did not have hope. 
They knew that this was a gift from God promised by Jesus and so they knew the change was something that they 
could build their hope upon. It was something they could witness to, something they could share and something that 
would give them strength in the face of the new challenges ahead.  
 We too have this hope. Through our baptism, we too have the power of the Spirit. We too have the 
lifechanging gift. It brings change with it. Maybe not the immediate and chaotic change of tongues of flames and the 
ability of everyone to understand us, but it does bring change. It transforms us, helps us to see and understand the 
world around us through the eyes of God in Christ, and encourages us to share our testimony of hope with those 
who need to know the grace of God. We are new people in the Spirit, we are a new church when we allow the Spirit 
to move us. 
 As we continue to build mission and ministry around being fed body, mind, and soul, it is through the  
movement of the Spirit that incredible new avenues burst forth that reveal our love of God and the transforming 
grace of Christ in us. And they are the ways we share our faith with others, in our congregation and in our  
community. Our hope is built on the power of the Spirit, God’s Holy Spirit, moving in us. May we share that hope 
with our community and our world.  
 
– Pastor Matt 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED... 
 

...for the BG Christian Food Pantry  

on the following dates: 
 

Monday, June 21 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, June 23 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Friday, June 25 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
 

Four people are needed to help each day. 
Please contact Pastor Matt or the church office  

if you are interested. 

 

Prayer 
 

Please Pray for                                   Continued Prayer for                           Missionaries & Ministers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need someone added to this list? Please write your request 
on the sheet in the foyer or e-mail the church office. 
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Financial Information 

Date  Offering YTD  
Income 

YTD 
Expenses 

Difference 

4/25 $2,452.25 $38,381.57 $34,555.81 $3,825.76 

5/2 $820.00 $39,201.57 $35,490.33 $3,711.24 

5/9 $1,750.00 $40,951.57 $37,403.66 $3,547.81 

5/16 $510.00 $41,491.57 $38,610.51 $2,851.06 

     

 
 

FCC continues to host our monthly “Drive-In Dinners.” In May we served 90 meals! 
 

Please consider donating to this worthy cause. Just state on your check that you want your donation to go 
to the food mission or Martha’s Kitchen and we’ll be able to continue providing a hot meal to those in need.  

 

We are also in need of a team of regular volunteers to help with the following: 
 

        - Advertising at local food pantries and on social media          - Menu Planning, Cooking & Serving 
 

If you are interested in helping Elizabeth Wick and Betsy Solley with this monthly Outreach Project, please 
contact Elizabeth Wick at 419-575-7867 or DEZSLL6@gmail.com as soon as you are able. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already helped out with time, food, and monetary donations! 
 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US IN THIS VALUABLE COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

Bill Cloninger (Ruth M’s uncle) 

Virgil Frost 
Matt Jurovek (Pastor Matt & Julie’s friend) 

Marge Leathem 
Mae Scott 
Jill Witham 
 
Victims of violence in Israel and Palestine 

Audrey Connor 
Erin McCreight 
Ernie Unholz 

Tim Bomeli 
Seldon & Peggy Carsey 
Ruth Maltby 
Ruth Ann McCray 
Becky Meredith 
Diane Morlock 
David Ridgway    
Sharon  Shaffer 

 

BG DRIVE-THRU COMMUNITY DINNER 
 

FRIDAY, June 11, 2021 
5:00 - 6:00 pm 

(or until food runs out) 

 
Camp Christian Work Day, June 5th!  Camp Christian will be hosting volunteers for a day of cleaning,  

repairing, and general preparation of Camp Christian in anticipation of welcoming folks back for in person 
Camps, Conferences, and Events! There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and abilities. We hope 
you will join us! Additional details, including specific tasks, how to sign up, and how to donate can be 

found at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=9885… 
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Women’s Spiritual Studies Group 
 
 
We continue to meet weekly on Wednesdays at 11:00 
am via Zoom and would love to have more people join 
us. Contact Char Scherer (cschere@bgsu.edu) if you need 
the link.   
 
 
We have completed our study, Proverbs:: Pathways to 
Wisdom by Dominick S. Hernandez.  
We found the study to provide many new learnings 
about a book of the Bible most of us had not read 
through, although we were familiar with some of the 
more popular proverbs. We learned that to read  
Proverbs wisely we need to be teachable, ready to be 
open to learn what they have to say, and we realized 
how many proverbs are written in parallel pairs: wise 
people do this, fools do that.  
 
 

 
When this newsletter comes 
out, we will have just begun 
our next study, Revolutionary 
Kingdom: Following the  
Rebel Jesus by Mike  
Slaughter with Karen Perry 
Smith. 
In this book, the authors  
suggest that "we must  
exchange comfortable  
cultural worldviews and  
values for the radical  
requirements of living out 
the Kingdom in the here and 
now." Working on social  
justice issues is an important 
aspect of living in the  

Kingdom now so the book should be very applicable to 
the times in which we live.  
 
 

Come join us anytime! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BG Christian Food Pantry has some items that they 
are unable to purchase due to a lack of availability as 
follows: 
 

 Chicken Noodle Soup Bread 
 Jam / Jelly  Ketchup 
 Mustard  Jell-O 
 Instant Pudding Condiments 
 

If you are able to assist with these needs, you can drop 
off these and other food items at the church on Tuesdays 
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. 

 Howard Roberts 6/1 

 Jay Kirkbride  6/2 

 Logan Dauer  6/6 

 Peggy Carsey  6/11 

 Zach Wick  6/15 

 Pat Koehler  6/17 

 Deborah Frakes 6/22 

 Ryan Maltby  6/22 

 Don Sherer  6/22 

 Douglas Dauer  6/26 

 

It’s time to come together! 
 

As more of us are vaccinated, we are beginning  
to reconnect as we look to feed our  

bodies, minds, and souls.  
 

We invite you to join us on the church lawn  
on Sunday, June 13 at 3:00pm to visit with  
one another and reconnect. Being outside  

will allow us to maintain our distance. 
 

Bring your chair, maybe an umbrella for the sun, and 
something to drink as we begin to gather together. 

 

Ice cream novelties will be available!  
Come and visit with us! 

 

Rain Date: June 27 

mailto:cschere@bgsu.edu
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June Worship Series 
Food for the Journey 

 

If you have ever been on a hike or a 
long walk, you know how important it 
is to be well fed. The right amount of 
nourishment provides the energy to 
make it to the end of the journey. For 

any journey, you need energy to get where you are going. 
Even if you are simply traveling via car or plane, you want to 
be well fed before you go and while you are on the way. We 
all need food for the journey. 
 

Our journey of faith is no different. We need to be fed along 
the way. We need the right foods at the right times to have 
the willingness to get moving and keep moving. We need 
ways to feed our bodies, our minds, and our souls so that we 
are inspired to continue our walk of faith. 
 

In our next four-week series, starting June 6th, we will explore 

the spiritual food needed for our journeys of faith. With spir-

itual “Breakfast Cereal”, we find the  

energy to step out on our spiritual journey, ready to move 

toward a deeper faith and connection with God, Christ, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

In Person Worship 
 

Since July, we have been worshiping in the sanctuary 
with masks and distancing. Pews have been marked to 
make sure we are able to maintain distance while we 
gather. Considering the new recommendations from the 
CDC, the Elders have decided that we will continue to 
require masks and distancing as we continue to evaluate 
the changes. 
 

That said, we are singing in worship, we have plenty of 
space to spread out and would love to have you be fed 
through worship in the sanctuary.  

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held following worship on June 6th both in-person and via ZOOM. There will be a 
survey emailed on the morning of June 6th for voting. We will also take votes during the meeting. The link for the ZOOM 
meeting is: http://bit.ly/fccbgmtg.  Look for this link in a separate email as well. 
 

Below is the slate of officers nominated and approved by the board to be approved by the congregation at the meeting on 
June 6th. Questions about the nominations and/or the nomination process will be forwarded to the nominating committee, 
chaired by Moderator Don Scherer. 
 

A big thank you to the nominating committee for their hard work on this process.  

After discussion and prayer, the following members of First Christian Church have consented to serve in the following  
positions.  Accordingly, the Nominating Team recommended the following slate to the Board, the Board concurred and 
recommends the following slate of officers to the congregation for its Annual Meeting on the 6th of June 2021: 

 

To serve as board moderator next year, Earlene Kilpatrick. 
 

To serve as board vice-moderator next year, Mike Solley. 
 

To serve as board secretary next year, Pat Koehler. 
 

To serve as church treasurer next year, Sid Sink.   
 

To begin terms as CARE ELDERS, Nancy Andrade, Sharon Daniels, Jay Kirkbride, Marge Leathem, Carla  
Meredith, Rae Thomson, Betsy Solley and Karen Dauer.  
 

To begin a new one-year term as a CARE ELDER, Elizabeth Wick. 
 

To begin new three-year terms as WORSHIP ELDERS, Seldon Carsey and Deanna Beeker. 
 

To begin three-year terms as Property and Grounds Trustees, Doug Dauer and Virgil Frost 
 

To serve as congregational representatives to the Board for the year, Karen Dauer and Karen Krueger 

 

The annual meeting to elect officers of the church will be Sunday, June 6.  
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF BOWLING GREEN, OH 
BOARD MEETING, April 8, 2021 

 
 
The April 8, 2021 church board meeting of First Christian Church was held via zoom and called to order by Moderator, Don Scherer at 
7:35 pm.  Present: Pastor Matt Every, and members Don and Char Scherer, Earlene and Claude Kilpatrick, Sid Sink, Mike Solley and Pat 
Koehler 
 
Pastor Matt opened the meeting with the Easter devotion by Walter Brueggemann from his book A Way Other Than Our Own  taken from 
John 20:19 calling us to life in the midst of death. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of the March 11, 2021 board meeting were presented for approval on a motion by Don Scherer, second by Char  
Scherer.  All yes. 
 
Clerk’s Report – No gains or loss 
 
Treasurer’s Report was given by Sid Sink.  The annual interest check was received by the Toledo Community Foundation in the amount 
of $2, 608.70.  2021 Income to date is $31,028.39 with expenses of $26,614.48.  At the request of the Moderator Sid reported on  
contacting National Benevolence Association on grants available for churches with a food ministry.  As part of grant applications it was 
determined that expenses must be tracked including in-kind donations. A motion to receive the report was by Char Scherer with a second 
by Mike Solley. All yes. 
 
Moderator’s Report:  Don Scherer reported that the Black Swamp Green Team will be meeting in the next few months to develop a plan 
for addressing the unsatisfactory housing for low income housing and the homeless in our area.   
 
Personnel: No report 
 
Property Committee:  Pastor Every reported that the Property has been meeting by phone and text. The committee is reviewing property 
insurance; a change to Church Mutual could save approximately $250.   
 
Vision Team:  Mike Solley presented ideas on expanding the monthly community dinners.  Discussion will continue on ways to create 
partnerships with other food providers, involve other churches in the schedule, create fellowship with workers and food donors,  
communicate with the congregation, clarify laws on food distribution and establish a leadership plan.  Elizabeth Wick will serve as the 
contact person for the committee. 
 
Nominating Committee:  Don announced that the slate of nominees will be presented at the May 13 board meeting.  The timeline  
established will be that a congregational meeting to elect will be on June 7, with installation on June 27 or July 11.  The new Moderator, 
Vice-Moderator, Elders and congregational representatives will participate in a training session in late June or July.   
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Matt reviewed the meetings attended and contacts made during this last month.   
Many hours were spent on the production of Holy Week services and the BGMS Good Friday service.  He has a conversation with the 
new Regional Minister, Allen Harris, who is looking for a central location for a Northwest Ohio office and meeting site.  Further  
discussion will occur on the possibility of Rev. Harris using the available office space at FCC and will involve the property committee.  
 
Worship Committee:  Pat reported that response to the Easter service was positive with twenty-four in attendance. The Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday services were well received.  Pastor Matt added that his Eastertide sermons will be on transcendence, focusing on  
resurrection from COVID with the theme “Dare to Dance.” He has asked Julie Every to serve on the Worship Committee in a creative 
role. 
 
Elders Report:  Earlene announced the Elder’s Retreat on April 10 will focus on reimagining the role of Elders.  Together with Pastor Matt 
they will present a plan to add elders and designate them as either a Worship Elder or a Care Team Elder with the goal being to better stay 
connected to the congregation.  Additional elders will be added to serve; the teams will meet together once a month.  
 
Prayer concerns:  Former member Pam Ballard who is hospitalized with COVID; wife of local pastor, David Montgomery;  Earlene’s 
nephew with a brain tumor and her brother who suffered a heart attack; family of Ernnie Naugle, and Peggy Carsey.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.         
Minutes by Pat Koehler 
 
 
The next meeting will be May 13, 2021.  


